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' Eſtates of the Parliament of Scvtiad, had many great Privitepes, eſpeciul- 
== 1y the ſole Benefit and Liberty of 8 rade; and were upon that 
Account made fubje& to the Payment of the fixth part of all publick Supplies 
granted by the Parliament to the Crown, to be raiſed by a Land- Tax. For had 
not the Privilege of foreign Trade been reſtrained to them alone, the Tenements 
and Hereditaments belonging to the Royal Boroughs, would never have anſwer- 
ed their Qnota of the Supply, eſpecially, fince the Common Good of the reſpe- 
dive Boroughs were entirely appropruted for other Uſes ' 1 
That the Royal Boroughs might exerciſe and enjoy theſe Privileges in their 
utmoſt Extent : They were by the third Ac Par. 14 J 3. Amo 1487, authori- 
zed and appointed to meet yearly, to treat about the Welfare of Merchandiſe, 
and their own Common Profit; which has been conſtantly practiſed by them ever 
ſince that time. And indeed the principal Common Concern of the Boroughs, was 
the proportioning the ſaid fixth part of the Supply ſoimpoſed upon them as à Body. 

The Quota of the whole Boroughs was certain, vz. a ſixth part; but the pro- 
portioning or dividing of that ſixth part amongſt the reſpective Boroughs, was, 
and behoved by the nature of the thing to be changeable: For as ſome Bo- 
roughs did decay, the Burthen was laid upon the reſt, with regard to the In- 
creaſe and Decreaſe of Trade. And theſe Matters were ſettled for hundreds of 
Years, only by the Conventions of the Royal Boroughs; and though it was im- 
poſſible that theſe ſmall alterations could be without ſome grumbling, yet it was 
without any publick Complaint: Nor was there any interpoſition, either of Par- 
liament or any Judicatory on theſe Matters to this Day. And indeed it was na- 
tural that the Boroughs ſhould acquieſce in the determination of the Convention, 


T* Royal Boroughs of Scotland being 


becauſe it was not likely that any Inequality ſhould remain long unredreſſed; 


every inequality concerned every particular Borough in the preparative; and if 
any Borough by ſuch Oppreſſion, came to be Diſtreſſed, or Decayed, the whole 
Boroughs were liable for the burden of that Borough - ox 3 
are appointed to remain entire after the Dion; and not with 
the twenty firſt Article of the Treaty; and conform to that as the Acts of Par- 
liament impoſing the Land-Tax in Scotland for many Years, do contain this 
Clauſe, That the proportion of Boroughs be Rated and Payed, as their Tax-Roll 
now is, or ſhall be ſettled by themſelves, fo all the Land Tax Acts ſince. the 
Union Contain the ſame. 5 8 
That the Convention of the Royal Boroughs in July 1711, having (according 
to their uſual Cuſtom, and the Rule appointed by the laſt Clauſe of the Act 20. 
Par. 1698, viz. the Increaſe and Decreaſe of Trade) proportioned the ſaid Sup- 
ply, and thereby made ſome ſmall Alteration only for the Year enſuing. The 
Repreſentatives of. three or four Boroughs apprehending themſelves prejudiced 
thereby, would not, according to the Cuſtom of their Predeceſſors, wait til the 
next Convention ſhould meet, and there apply for Redreſs, but a Caſe was prin- 
ted and diſperſed at London, greatly miſrepreſenting the Proceedings of the 
Royal Boroughs, (which Caſe, and the Facts therein contained, were unani- 
mouſly diſclaimed by the ſucceeding Convention) and a Petition was in the Name 
of the Magiſtrates, and Town-Council of Aberdeen, preſented to the Honſe of 


The Rights and Privileges of the Royal Boroughs in Scotland, as they then "ory 
ſanding thereof by 


Commons in December 1711, praying that a Method might be aſcertain'd for the 

Convention of Boroughs in North Britain to proportion the reſpective Quota's of 

the Ceſs of the ſaid Boroughs, which being rented. to the Committee of = N 
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before the Union one of the three 


| | ( 2 ) 
whole Houfe upon the Land-Tax Bill , a Clauſe was offered and approved of ; 
By which it is Enacted, That an Eſtimate or r ee be made of the true and 
real Rent of all Lands, Tenements, and other Hereditaments that have been in 
uſe, to be taxed within the faid ſeveral Boroughs: and that the ſaid Eſtimate or 
Valuation ſhall be the Rule whereby the ſaid Convention ſhall aſcertain the Pro- 
portion of the reſpective Boroughs, in paying the ſaid Supply. . 
That by this the Liberty of the Convention of the Royal Boroughs is conſi- 
derably alter'd and impaired, and their Rules reſtricted and changed. For 
whereas formerly the Eſtimate or Rule of proportioning the Supply was taken 
from the Increaſe or Decreaſe of Trade, at leaſt from that and the Value of the 
Tenements and Hereditaments within Boroughs jointly, now the Rule is appoin- 
ted to be taken from the Value of the Lands only, and numberleſs Oaths of Proprietors 
in their own Cauſe to be the fixed Rule of that, entirely againſt the original De- 
ſign of the Proportion of the Supply aſſeſſed upon the Royal Boroughs, for ſo great 
a Proportion, was impoſed upon them purely on the account of their having 
the ſole Benefit of Foreign Trade, and from the Increaſe and Decreaſe of 
that. And as that was their Rule, ſo it was their conſtant Practice, to alter the 
Tax-Roll, purely from the Increaſe and Decreaſe of Trade. For a flouriſhing 
Trade was always thought the beſt Rule, and the Royal Boroughs that enjoyed 
it, the beſt able to anſwer the greater Proportion of the Supply; and therefore 
the far greateſt part of the Supply is paid by the Trading Boroughs, and ſo much 
ſmaller by the Inland Boroughs, who have little or no Trade. Whereas ſhould 
this Rule continue, only three or four Boroughs will be gratifyed, who are riſing 
in Trade, and beſt able to bear the Burthen. And on the contrary, the Inland 
Boroughs, who have no Trade, will be entirely ſunk, and the Burthen will fall 
upon the reſt. Add to this, That the collecting of the Proportion of the Supply 
granted to Her Majeſty, payable by the Royal Boroughs, will be impracticable, 
ſince this Rule being ſo very new, and contrary to the Cuſtom of their Predeceſ- 
ſors, cannot in a long time come to any Perfection, at leaſt never will without 
great Complaints of Inequality and Uneaſineſs. This, the laſt Convention of 
Boroughs met in July laſt, were ſoon made ſenſible of; for tho' all the ſeveral 
Royal Boroughs, and the Conventions themſelves, had the ſincereſt Deſire and 
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hs had fo various Sentiments in relation to this Act, that the Convention 
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& 4a CE 6 found it almoſt impracticable to raiſe their Proportions of the ſaid Supply. + - 
«Fe Ik) be Convention of Boroughs therefore can't but hope that the Houſe of Com- 
mons, out of a tender regard to the Privileges of the ſaid Convention, ſo reſer- 
=. ved to them by the Articles of the Union, and the Quiet and Welfare of the Bo- 
3 roughs in that part of the Iſland; and in Conſideration of the many inevitable 
I Inconveniences. which muſt neceſſarily be the Conſequences of the ſaid new Rule, 
will entirely ſet aſide the ſaid Rule, and leave the Convention at liberty, (as they 
have been for ſome hundreds of Years) to proportion the ſaid part of the Supply 
as to them ſhall ſeem moſt proper. For as they are and muſt be moſt ſenſible of 
the Condition of the reſpective Boroughs, ſo can't it but be expected they will 
act with the greateſt Fairneſs and leaſt Byaſs in that Caſe that is poſſible ; by 
Which. Means Her Majeſty's Supply will be eaſily paid, and the Complaints of the. 
Royal Boroughs laid aſleep; every Borough having their own Member preſent in 
the Convention. = 8 
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